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New Public Works Mutual Aid Program Proves Its Worth

Valley News Staff Writer

ENFIELD — When massive flooding last
month i1n Keene, N.H., left the water
treatment plant there incapacitated, the
city’s public works director, Kurt
Blomquist, sent out an SOS
recetved by Enfield’s director
of public works, Ken Daniels.
Blornquist needed three pump
trucks at the plant and fast.

Immediately, Daniels was
on the telephone, calling other
public works directors in
southern New Hampshire
towns near Keene that owned
pump trucks. Within a few
hours, he had commitments
from Goffstown, Merrimack and Derry.

“[ called Kurt back and let him know
that there were three trucks on their
way,” said Daniels.

Daniels, 37, an Enfield resident, was
called 1n to coordinate the effort because
he 1s one of the six directors of a mutual
aid program for New Hampshire munic-
ipal public works departments modeled
on the one that fire departments there and
in Vermont have used for years to share
resources in times of emergency.

The public works mutual aid organiza-
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cities and towns, is the only one of its kind
n the country. Though in development
for years, the October flooding in the
state’s southeastern corner was the first
time the system has been called into use.

Besides Keene, the group also
deployed about six dump
trucks to the town of Walpole
last month to aid in its post-
flood road reconstruction. That
time, Enfield had adump truck
and driver available and sent
them down to help, Daniels
said. | |

“We're not looking for some-
one to make a commitment to
pull their resources away from
them if they are having issues
too,” he said. “Given the geographical
spread of the entire state, if someone in
the southern part is having an issue and it
15 not affecting the northern part, and
(towns 1n) the northern part can break
something away to send down. then
they’ll do it.”

Other Upper Valley New Hampshire
towns in the program besides Enfield are
Charlestown, Dorchester, Grafton,
Grantham, Lyme, New London, New-
port, and Springfield.

Daniels spoke with the Valley News
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recently about the program and other
signs of Increasing cooperation between
public works departments. What follows
1S an edited transcript of that conversa-
tion: |

Valley News: Where did the idea for
the mutual aid program come from?
Ken Daniels: 1 believe it was the ice

storm back in ... '98. The town of New
See Q&A—B5






