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P BRINGS

EQUIPMENT AND AGENCIES TOGETHER

On Columbus Day weekend, floods inundated
many cities and counties in southwestern New
Hampshire - the worst reported in 25 years. The
natural disaster caused five deaths, two of which
were caused when water forced a car off the
road. Local communities were able to quickly
getneeded equipment and staff through the New
Hampshire Public Works Mutual Aid Program,
managed by the New Hampshire LTAP.

WHEN DisasTErs HiT Pacers Go OFF

Kathy Des Roches, LTAP center assistant di-
rector, serves as coordinator of the mutual aid
program. She and her staff wear pagers for such
emergencies, and when the flood hit the state,
“They all went off,” she said.

During the Columbus Day flooding, Des Roches
called Jim Terrell, the public works director for
the Town of Walpole, when she heard several
of its roads had been washed out. “The floods
caughtus all by surprise,” Terrell said, noting that
Walpole saw more than a foot of rain. The raging
water washed out seven roads and damaged
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Flooding caused extensive damage to bridges
in the state.

LTAP & TTAP ProGRrAMS

SERVING AMERICA’S LocAaL Roap AND BRIDGE AGENCIES

A bridge in Walpole, NH severely damaged by the
Columbus Day flood.

three bridges. In all, 14 miles of local roadways
were damaged. “| started out trying to work with
current resources until Kathy phoned me. She
wanted to know what we were in need of and
then prompted me to call on Mutual Aid.”

The towns in the program were more than will-
ing to help, Terrell said. Through the mutual
aid program, Walpole borrowed a compacting
roller, which the town used to rebuild 300 feet
of roadway that had been washed away by the
floodwaters.

Terrell said Walpole’s ordeal would have been
much tougher without the help it received. The
mutual aid program will be his first call in future
emergencies. “l felt this was very effective,”
he said. “It actually brightened the depressing
situation. The camaraderie between the men
who came to help and my men helped a lot of
spirits.”
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