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Above average hurricane Helpinghands: Public

works mutual aid
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Public Information Officer
hree of the important elements of

ith New Hampshire suffering ~ strike the state was Floyd in September planning for an emergency in-
a 10-inch rainfall deficitand  1999. volve identifying the hazards that
a Level Three Drought Warn- Gray and his Colorado State re- may harma municipality, the risks asso-

Ing in progress, this year’s Atlantic hur-  search team noted that climatic indica-  ciated with these hazards and the re-
ricane season might be something to  tors predict an extended period of hur-  sources available to respond to them.

look forward to. Hurricane forecaster ricane activity along the U.S. Atlantic If, during the planning process, it is
William Gray of Colorado State Univer-  coast. found that a municipality does not have
sity is predicting an above-average sea- “A remarkable upturn in Atlantic  sufficient resources in place for an ef-

son, with 12 named storms, seven hurri-  Basin hurricane activity has occurred fective response an important tool to
canes and three major hurricanes with in the past seven years,” he said. “We  make up these shortfalls is mutual aid.
winds of 111 miles per hour or greater.  believe we have entered a new era for Mutual aid is not new to munici-
The predictions compare with av-  increased storm activity, particularly an palities; fire and police professionals
erages of 9.6 named storms, 5.9 hurri- increase in the number of major hurri-  have used it for decades in their re-
canes and 2.3 major hurricanes per year.  canes, which will likely last another two sponse to emergencies. In many parts

The Atlantic hurricane season begins or three decades.” of the state, public works departments
June 1, although the major threat to New Gray also predicted an increase in  are now doin g the same thing.

Hampshire does not occur until August  the chances of one or more hurricanes Municipalities will find that joining
and September. The last hurricane to  (Continued on page 3) the N.H. Public Works Mutual Aid Pro-

gram will aid them in responding to any
situation. The program enables munici-
palities to borrow equipment and per-
sonnel in order to guarantee a more ef-
fective response.

This statewide program for Public
Works Mutual Aid is the first of its type
in the country. Currently 33 percent of
the municipalities are taking advantage
of this program and have made it an im-
portant part of their community emer-
gency management plan.

Created in 1998 in the wake of the
January ice storm, members of the gov-
erning board include representatives of
the N.H. Office of Emergency Manage-

NHOEM receptionist Rhonda Theriault, a volunteer “victim” at a Feb. 25 ment, Road Agents Association, N.H.

reception center exercise at Dover MiddleSchool, is checked for radiation con- Public Works Municipal Engineers, Fire
tamination by a Rollinsford firefighter.
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